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Committee on the Judiciary, 

House of BEPBESENTATiyES, 
Washington^ D. C, February 11^ 1913. • 

The committee assembled at 11.20 a. m., Hon. Henry D, Clayton 
Cchairman) presiding. 

The Chairman. Mrs. Jacob M. Dickinson is here this morning. 
Judge Dickinson has the distinction 

Mrs. Dickinson (interposing). Judge Dickinson has not anything 
to do with this. 

The Chairman (continuing). I was going to say that his chief 
good fortune is that he is the husband of Mrs. Dickinson, and not 
that he was Secretary of War. 

Mrs. Dickinson. I will not admit that. 

The Chairman. And Mrs. Dickinson wi.shes to make a brief state- 
ment about a matter in which she is interested, and I informed her, 
through Representative Byrns, of Tennessee, that the committee 
would hear her briefly this morning on the measure which she is 
to speak to. 

STATEMENT OF MBS. JACOB H. DICKHrSON, OF NASHVILLE, TENN. 

Mrs. Dickinson. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Gentle- 
men of the committee, I will not detain you long, because I realize 
how much you have to do and how much your minds are on subjects 
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of much more moment at this time than this— so much more that 
unless one is fully bent and in earnest in her effort to accomplish a 
certain end here she could not even speak to you for a moment, much 
less three moments. I will speak but a few moments. 

I am very anxious indeed to get this committee to report upon a 
bill to protect the flag of the United States. I am sorry to say— 
and I am sure all of you are sorry to know — that there are already 
pigeonholed somewhere in the archives of this committee a good 
many of these flag bills. Mr. Moon, T believe, tells me that one was 
reported but did not pass. 

Mr. Moon. Mr. Chairman, did we not report one such bill? 

The Chairman. I think we did, Mr. Moon; I am not positive, but 
my recollection is that we did. 

Mr. Carlin. During the last Congress. 

Mrs. Dickinson. And it failed to pass? 

Mr. Carun. Yes. 

Mrs. Dickinson. Well, I am aware of the great hurry in which 
everything is at the present time, and T know that the only hope we 
would have to get a bill passed would be through inducing the 
Speaker to let one go in under suspension of the rules. I believe 
that is the expression. My Congressman is educating me, you .see. 
I do not know anything about politics; T am not a suffragette or a 
suffragist, and I only want a bill reported from this committee to 
prevent the desecration of the United States flag. 

I am a Southerner ; but I am speaking to people from all over the 
country; and I know that every one of you love the flag, and every 
one of you want to protect it ; and all of you must realize that it is 
very absurd and improper that as a Nation we have no laws to pro- 
tect it. And my Congressman, Mr. Byrns, has prepared a bill which 
covers the case fully. 

The Chairman. Will you please give the number of the bill? 

Mrs. Dickinson. It is H. R. 23185. It covers the case entirely — 
but if the committee should prefer to have some of the other bills 
passed rather than this one, Mr. Bvrns is perfectly willing to retire, 
and I km perfectly willing to asK him to retire; because the im- 
portant thing is to get a bill reported; and all of them cover the 
same grounds, without any deviation, scarcely, even of wording. 
They are nearly all in the same words. 

The first part of these bills to prevent and punish the des-ecration 
of the flag of the United States gives a long list of what must not 
be done to the flag; and then the latter part of this bill is interest- 
ing because it tells what can be done with the flag. And in case 
there are any persons present who feel as if they did not wish to 
curtail the privileges of the people in regard to the. flag, I will, if 
jou will permit me, read to the committee a list of these opportuni- 
ties you nave for using the flag, and it seems as if they are ample 
[reads] : 

That tills act shall not apply to any iiewspai>er, i>eriodlcal, book, iiampliJet. 
circular, certificate, diploma, warrant, commission or appointment to otlico, 
ornamental i)icture, badges, or stationery, for use in corresiwndence, on any 
of which shall be printed, painted, or placed any such flag, ensign, or standard, 
disconnected from any advertisement for the purpose of sale, barter, or trade: 
nor shall it apply to any aot permitte^l by the Army or Navy recjulatlons of 
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Oie Uuiliea States; nor.sliali it apply to:auy^fl^g,.«taadarat or eosigabelPBglug 
to a Grand Army Post, a camp of the Legion of Spanish War Veteuans, or 
^hlch is the property or is used In the service ot the United' States or ol any 
State or Territory, upon which -dball 'be placed the names of* battles 'or the 
name and number of any organization lawfully :entHI»d to itbe.utertbwtof; nor 
shall it apply to any patriotic organization or society; tipr s])aU 4t ; apply 
to any patriotic demonstration or decoration. 

So, you see it can be amply used ; and much more, it can be pro- 
tected if this bill is passea, because then it can not be used com- 
mercially, or in any way that will defame it. 

There has been a very beautiful thing written upon the subject 
by a woman of Massachusetts. I do not know whetner there is any 
Member from Massachusetts present ; but there is some New England 
Member here, I am sure. 

The Chairman. There are several. 

Mrs. Dickinson. I will read you what she says (reads) : 

The American flag is the symbol of the brotherhood of man; it stands for 
courage, for chivalry, for generosity, and honor. 

No hand must touch it roughly; no hand shall touch it Irreverently. 

Its position is aloft ; to float over its children, uplifting their eyes and hearts 
.by its glowing colors and splendid promise ; for under the Stars and Stripes are 
opportunities unknown to any other nations of the world. 

The Government commands the people to honor their flag; men and boys 
should uncover as they pass the vivid stripes, which represent the life blood 
of brave men, and the stars, which shall shine on forever. 

It must be raised at sunrise; lowered at sunset. 

It Is not a plaything of the hour; it is a birthright of privilege and Integrity. 

It may not be used as staff or whip or covering. 

It shall not be marred by advertisement nor desecrated on the stage. 

It was born in tears and blood; it was baptized in blood and teara 

It has floated since June 14, 1777, over a country of benevolence, refuge, 
and progress. 

It must always be carried upright. 

To bear the Star Spangled Banner Is an honor ; to own one a sacred trust. 

It is the emblem of freedom, of equity, of Justice for every person and 
creature as it floats unvanquished, untarnished over the open ^^r of free 
education. 

Now, the women of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
are the persons who are back of me in this effort — ^though I may 
say that I personally am as patriotic as any of them individually; 
but they collectively are back of me. For three years I have been 
chairman of the national committee to prevent desecration of the 
fla^. And we feel that we ought to have the Government of the 
United States back of us; for although a great many of our States 
have passed such laws many of them have not done so. If I should 
be in the State of Virginia or the State of South Carolina or Ten- 
nessee to-day and the flag was desecrated, there would be no redress. 
There would be no law of the United States and there would be no 
law of the State to prevent such desecration. I am very happy to 
say, however, that I^ouisiana, which is the first Southern State to 
do so, has passed such a law. Missouri has also passed one in recent 
years; and Arkansas is endeavoring to pass one now. So that, if 
we can get the United States Congress to pass such a law, I really 
believe the States will fall in line — and, gentlemen, you know that in 
order to get Congress to pass such a law it is necessary that this com- 
mittee should first report a bill ; and if I can get you to report it to 
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the House of Bepresentatives, then, even though I can not get it 
passed this year, I can have a favorable report made at the next 
session. But if you will f av(H*ably report it now, I believe I can 
get S^iator Clark to see that it passes. 

I thank you for your attention. 

The Chaibman. We are glad to have heard from you. 

Thereupon, at 11.80 a. m., the committee went into executive 
session. 
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